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My experience with mathematical concepts is that they don’t stay in my head
unless I use them regularly. For example, I was a math major as an undergraduate,
but I don’t remember doodly-squat about calculus. However, I am adept at statistics
because I use them often.

Let’s start with the assumption that you and statistics have never been intro-
duced. Or, if you have, it was a long time ago and you forgot her name. And face.
And color of her hair. This Research Minute starts at the very beginning with one-
variable statistics.

Your data can be characterized by three different types of description: (1) fre-
quencies or counts, (2) measures of central tendency, and (3) measures of variation.
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