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Regional variations:
Dermoscopy of Acral and Facial Skin
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Furrow

https://dermoscopedia.org/

Ridge with eccrine 
gland openings

furrow

furrow

Acral skin pigmentation
Furrow

https://dermoscopedia.org/Schematics_for_Download
https://dermoscopedia.org/Schematics_for_Download
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Furrow

Lattice

Lattice

10
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Ink test

12

Ink test -
Surgical 
marker then 
alcohol wipe

Gentian violet 
remains in 
fissures and in 
acrosyringia on 
ridges

pigment is in 
fissures 
between 
eccrine gland 
openings but 
also running 
across ridges 
in diagonal 
lines
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fibrillar

Fibrillar pattern

Furrow pattern

Lattice pattern

Myazaki A et al. JAAD 53:230, 2005

Weight bearing

Weight bearing edge

Arch

52 yo Hispanic woman –
growing lesion on sole

Fibrillar pattern in area of pressure on sole

Compound dysplastic melanocytic nevus
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Melanoma in situ

Parallel ridge 
pattern

Melanoma in situ

Parallel ridge pattern
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Pigmented area on sole of foot of 
50 yo woman

Acrolentiginous Melanoma in-situ

Acrolentiginous Melanoma in-situ Melanoma in-situ

Exceptions on parallel ridge
• Ethnic pigmented macules = ethnic melanosis 

= Racial melanosis
• Hemorrhage
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Benign 
ethnic 
pigmented
macules

Acrolentiginous Melanoma in-situ
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melanoma sole 
parallel ridge ISIC_0014883

Atypical dots/globules

38

Lentigo maligna melanoma – face

Perifollicular granularity

Video
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Lentigo maligna melanoma
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Lentigo maligna - MIS

Circle within a circle

Circle within a circle

Solitary pigmented lesion on face

Lentigo maligna - MIS

Perifollicular granularity
Polygonal lines
Rhomboidal structures

Circle within a circle

What do you see?
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Grey granules
Polygonal lines

melanoma face 70yo ISIC_10783

Courtesy of Jon 
Karnes, MD

Lentigo maligna melanoma

Perifollicular granularity
Rhomboidal structures
Circle within a circle

Thank 
you!


